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u To prevent wildlife from becoming extinct

The Species at Risk Act:
What are its purposes?
The Species at Risk Act:
What are its purposes?

u To provide for recovery of TH and EN 
species at risk

u To encourage management of species, e.g 
Stewardship

Loggerhead
Shrike



1. DFO ‐ Fisheries & Oceans

2. PCA – Parks Canada 

3. CWS ‐ Environment Canada

marine species and freshwater 
fish

species in National Parks, etc 

all other species, overall 
administration

Who Administers the Act?Who Administers the Act?



How are species listed?How are species listed?

• Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC)

• independent group of government and 
non-government experts

• biological knowledge (scientific, 
community & traditional aboriginal)

• recommend to government



Species ListingsSpecies Listings

ExtirpatedExtirpated No longer exists in Canada

EndangeredEndangered
Facing imminent extirpation 
or extinction

ThreatenedThreatened
Likely to become endangered unless 
threats are reversed

Special ConcernSpecial Concern
May become threatened or 
endangered



How does the act protect these 
species?

How does the act protect these 
species?

As of June 1, 2004 listed (i.e. Schedule 1) 
threatened, endangered and extirpated species 
are protected and you cannot:

u Kill, harm, harass or take
u Possess, buy, sell or trade
u Damage or destroy their residence
u Destroy critical habitat

STOPSTOP
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NOTHING IN THE SPECIES AT RISK NOTHING IN THE SPECIES AT RISK 
ACT ACT ““ABROGATES OR DEROGATESABROGATES OR DEROGATES””

(ABOLISHES/DETRACTS/DEGRADES)(ABOLISHES/DETRACTS/DEGRADES)

ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS.ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS.
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Working with Aboriginal PeoplesWorking with Aboriginal Peoples

In SARA:
•Traditional knowledge & 
experience recognized 
•Consultation 
•National Aboriginal Council on 
Species at Risk (NACOSAR):

•Mandated
•advises Minister
•recommends to federal-
provincial-territorial 
committee
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The National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk (NACOSAR)The National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk (NACOSAR)

Rick Simon, Regional Chief, NS/NF, representing the 
Assembly of First Nations
Allan Morin, representing the Metis National Council
Jose Kusugak, President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
Beverly Jacobs, President, Native Women's Association of 
Canada
Fernand Chalifoux, representing Congress of Aboriginal 
Peoples
Bob Stevenson (member-at-large Working Group on 
Species at Risk)



The Act also protects critical habitatThe Act also protects critical habitat

• Habitat necessary for survival or recovery of 
species

• Doesn’t exist until experts identify and publish it 
in a Recovery Strategy

• Intent is to try to protect through stewardship



60°N

49°N

200 mi EEZ

Where do these prohibitions apply?Where do these prohibitions apply?

1. All species on federal lands

2. All Aquatic species everywhere

3. All Migratory birds in MBCA everywhere

1. All species on federal lands

2. All Aquatic species everywhere

3. All Migratory birds in MBCA everywhere

Provincial/Terr./Private Lands only to Aquatic Species and 
Migratory Birds



Piping Plover



s137 of SARA amends the definition of  ''environmental 
effect'' in CEAA.

by the following:

”environmental effect” means, in respect of a project, 
(a) any change that the project may cause in the environment, 
including any change it may cause to a listed wildlife species, its 
critical habitat or the residences of individuals of that species, as 
those terms are defined in subsection 2(1) of the Species at Risk 
Act,



16.(1) Every screening or comprehensive 
study…or assessment by a review panel 
shall include a consideration of…;  

a. the environmental effects of a project…any  
cumulative environmental effects

b.  the significance of the effects…
c.  …measures that would mitigate any... 

environmental effects…



.



The responsibility for notification

79. (1) Every person who is required by or under an 
Act of Parliament to ensure that an assessment of the 
environmental effects of a project is conducted must, 
without delay, notify the competent minister or 
ministers in writing of the project if it is likely to affect 
a listed wildlife species or its critical habitat.

Western Spiderwort



79. (2) The person must identify the adverse effects of the 
project on the listed wildlife species and its critical habitat 

and, if the project is carried out, must ensure that 
measures are taken to avoid or lessen those effects and to 
monitor them.  The measures must be taken in a way that 

is consistent with any applicable recovery strategy and 
action plans.

Woodland Caribou



Small projects or not 
sensitive: consult staff 
biologist, or experts, F&W, 
CWS
Medium to large projects, 
or sensitive small projects: 
hire envir. consultant



www.speciesatrisk.gc.ca – map

www.sararegistry.gc.ca ‐ “advanced search” spp. list by Prov.



What needs to be in a notification letter?
The regional office of Environmental Protection Branch of 

EC
*letter addressed to AB/SK/Man/NWT district office of 

EP.
Note all listed species that may be affected….may 
need to identify surveys
Identify effects (negative/positive)
Identify alternatives or mitigation
Identify monitoring
Critical habitat (as appropriate)

or
Initial notification…..

Describe project and species
Who do I notify?
AB: Carmen Callihoo (Edm.)

Swift Fox



Responsibilities of EC wrt informing proponents of 
potential violations under SARA

Notwithstanding the EA, it is the responsibility of the 
proponent to respect all laws and regulations 
including all the provisions of SARA;
If in the course of providing advice in an EA, EC 
becomes aware of a potential for an offence under 
SARA, it will advise the proponent accordingly.
EA practitioners will communicate with enforcement.  
Education.



.



73. (1) The competent minister may enter into an 
agreement with a person, or issue a permit to a 
person, authorizing the person to engage in an 
activity affecting a listed wildlife species, any part 
of its critical habitat or the residences of its 
individuals.



The Competent Minister 
(Envir. Can., DFO, Parks) 
will be the only federal 
departments authorized to 
issue a permit.

Cannot delegate authority.

Western Fringed Orchid



No.  SARA permits are not on the CEAA Law List 
and therefore do not trigger a screening under 
CEAA.



WHAT ACTIVITIES MAY BE AUTHORIZED?

S.73(2) The agreement may be entered into, or the permit 
issued, only if the competent minister is of the opinion that:
(a) the activity is scientific research relating to the 
conservation of the species and conducted by qualified 
persons;
(b) the activity benefits the species or is required to 
enhance its chance of survival in the wild; or
(c) affecting the species is incidental to the carrying out of 
the activity.



PRE-CONDITIONS

73(3) The agreement may be entered into, or the permit 
issued, only if the competent minister is of the opinion that

(a) all reasonable alternatives to the activity that would 
reduce the impact on the species have been considered 
and the best solution has been adopted;

(b) all feasible measures will be taken to minimize the 
impact of the activity on the species or its critical habitat or 
the residences of its individuals; and

(c) the activity will not jeopardize the survival or recovery of 
the species.



On federal lands: All Schedule 1 species - to which 
prohibitions apply.

Private or Prov. lands: only permit mig. birds 
and aquatic species 

Least Bittern

Exception: Birds under the MBCA
‐ Scientific, bird damage, aviary

‐ NO incidental take
(birds, eggs, nests)



Permit form on SARA web
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
Project description
Potential effects
Qualifications
Mitigation measures  (section 73 (3))

Reasonable alternatives
Measures to minimize the impacts
Not jeopardize the survival

Allow 4 to 6 weeks
Paul Gregoire 





SARA Public Registry

73(3.1) If an agreement 
is entered into or a 
permit is issued, the 
competent minister 
must include in the 
public registry an 
explanation of why it 
was entered into or 
issued, taking into 
account the matters 
referred to in 
paragraphs (3)(a), (b) 
and (c).



Questions and Answers


