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Alberta Definitions

Emergency means an event that requires prompt coordination of action or 
special regulation of persons or property to protect the health, safety or 
welfare of people or to limit damage to property

Emergencies are usually short term and minimum resources required.

Disaster means an event that results in serious harm to the safety, health 
or welfare of people or in widespread damage to property

Disasters are typically longer in duration, require many resources and are 
beyond the community’s capability.  
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2005-2007 Select Emergencies & Activities
Alberta First Nations

2005 flood events:  Blood, O’Chiese, Piikani, Siksika, Sunchild, Stoney, Tsuu T’ina

2006 flood events:  Blood, Stoney, Tsuu T’ina

May 2007 flood event at Sucker Creek

June 2007 search and recovery at Alexis

2007 overland flooding events at Ermineskin, Louis Bull, Montana and Samson.

Other activities:

• March 2006 First Nations Emergency Management Workshop
• Pandemic Influenza Annexes to First Nations’ Emergency Plans 
• November 2007 Health Canada Pandemic Influenza Information Sharing 

orientation
• Annual Spring FireSmart Community Series
• Ongoing training 
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First Nations and 
Alberta Emergency Management Agency

First Nations:
• Chiefs and Councils
• Directors of Emergency Management
• Administration
• First Responders
• Volunteers
• Emergency Operations Plans and Mutual Aid Agreements

First Nations organizations:
• Tribal Councils (Fire Prevention)
• First Nations (Alberta) Technical Services Advisory Group 

(Fire Prevention, Circuit Rider Program)

Alberta Emergency Management Agency
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Emergency Management Officers 
Alberta Emergency Management Agency

Rudy Parenteau

Fran Byers

Dieter 
Langer

Bill 
Boskwick

Bob van Goethem
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Emergency Management Officers 
Alberta Emergency Management Agency

Emergency Management Officers: Phone Number
Rudy Parenteau, First Nations – North (780) 645-6213
Fran Byers, First Nations – South (780) 984-5241

Brice Daly, North Western Region (Grande Prairie) (780) 538-5295
Bill Boskwick, North Eastern Region (St. Paul) (780) 645-6213
Len Hancock, North Central Region (Edmonton) (780) 644-4407
Dieter Langer, East Central Region (Camrose) (780) 679-1271
Bruce Mackenzie, Central Region (Red Deer) (403) 340-5102
Randy Tiller, South Central Region (Calgary) (403) 297-6470
Mark Murphy, Southern Region (Lethbridge) (403) 381-5222  
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Fire Safety Officers 
Alberta Emergency Management Agency

Fire Safety Officers: Phone Number
Mike Shykora, North Western Region (Peace River) (780) 624-6303
Ross Bennett, North Eastern Region (Edmonton) (780) 644-4692
Kevan Jess, North Central Region (Edmonton) (780) 644-5031
Frank Harris, East Central Region (Red Deer) (403) 340-4987
Tom O’Gorman, Central Region (Red Deer) (403) 340-5162
Trent West, South Central Region (Calgary) (403) 592-4219
Jacen Abrey, Southern Region (Lethbridge) (403) 381-5483  
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Alberta Environment Support Emergency 
Response Team (ASERT) 
Alberta Environment

ASERT coordinates and supports Alberta Environment’s planning and response to 
environmental emergencies and disasters anywhere in the province.

ASERT continually trains with Alberta Environment’s partners.

ASERT manages all aspects of environmental emergencies on behalf of Alberta 
Environment.

Report Environmental Emergencies and Complaints to the 24 hour environmental 
hotline:  1-800-222-6514.

For non-emergency inquiries call 780-644-1391.
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Management Area/Office Prevention Officers
Clearwater Area Bernie Schmitte
Rocky Mountain House (403) 845-8356

Foothills Area Kevin Freehill      
Edson Office (780) 723-8373

Lac La Biche Area Wes Nimco                        
Athabasca Office (780) 675-8230

Lesser Slave Lake Area Iain Johnston
Lesser Slave Lake Office (780) 849-7412

Peace River Area Chris McGuinty
Peace River Office (780) 624-6334

Smoky Area Jeff Henricks
Grande Prairie Office (780) 538-8977

Southern Rockies Area Rick Arthur                             
Calgary Office (403) 297-5317

Upper Hay Area Derrick Downey  
High Level Office (780) 927-5426 

Waterways Area John Bruce         
Fort McMurray Office (780) 743-7198

Woodlands Area Kevin Quintilio                   
Whitecourt Office (780) 778-7257

Wildfire Management (Ph:  310-FIRE)

AB Sustainable Resource Development
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FireSmart
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INAC Emergency Management Program for 
First Nations

INAC HQ responsibilities include:
• Policy / directives
• Program monitoring
• HQ disaster assistance

INAC AB Region responsibilities include:
• Provincial Coordination Agreements in consultation with INAC HQ
• Emergency management
• Regional disaster assistance
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Provincial Coordination Agreements
INAC Emergency Management Program

INAC AB Region Provincial Coordination Agreements include:

• 2007-2010 Comprehensive Funding Arrangement with the Alberta Emergency 
Management Agency for the provision of Alberta First Nations emergency 
management training and services.

• Comprehensive Funding Arrangement with Alberta Sustainable Resource 
Development for wildland (forest) fire management – specifically for Alberta 
First Nations in the Forest Protection Area.
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Public Safety Canada

Public Safety Canada - Alberta Region coordinates and co-chairs the Alberta Regional Emergency Management 
Advisory Group (REMAG).  REMAG membership comprises Alberta federal departments and agencies.

REMAG activities:

• Emergency Communications Protocol

• Training and Exercises:

o Regional Emergency Operations Reserve personnel

o Critical Infrastructure

o Business Continuity

• Operations:

o Developed an emergency management framework for  the Alberta Federal Council (AFC).  
Framework includes concept of operations, regional operational reserve and a communication 
protocol.  The AFC supports the Framework.

o Public Safety Canada maintains operational lists and update databases

o Improve ability to share information via fostering of relationships.

o Linkages with Canada Place Security Committee.  
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Health Canada (FNIHB)
Environmental Health

Public health assessments

Drinking Water Advisories

Pandemic Influenza Emergency Response Plans incorporated into 
the First Nations’ Emergency Operations Plans

Health-related Protocols with Alberta Health and Wellness, 
Regional Health Authorities and others
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Questions?

For more INAC AB Region emergency management and security information:

External
• Dianne Carlson, Regional Housing Officer & Emergency Management Coordinator

Ph:  (780) 495-2881 or email:  carlsond@inac-ainc.gc.ca
• Merv Clarke, Manager, Capital, Operational Programs & Policy    

Ph:  (780) 495-2877 or email:  clarkem@inac-ainc.gc.ca
• Victor Houle, A/Director, Operational Programs & Policy         

Ph:  (780) 495-2818 or email:  houlev@inac-ainc.gc.ca

Internal
• Chris Evans, Regional Informatics Manager

Ph:  (780) 495-5964 or email:  evansc@inac-ainc.gc.ca
• Carey Matthews, Director, Corporate Services

Ph:  (780) 495-2844 or email:  matthewsc@inac-ainc.gc.ca


